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JULY, 1834. [NO, 


THE DOMESTIC SLAVE-TRADE. 

We have on hand a large number of facts in relation to the traffic in American citizens, proving beyond 
question that if it falls behind the African slave-trade in any department of atrocity, it is not the fault of 
those who conduct the business. But an able report of a committee of the New England Anti- 
Slavery Convention, from the pen of D. L. Child, Esq., will save us the trouble of arranging the matter 
which we had intended, while it developes some facts which had not previously come to our knowledge. We 
ask those who are always making exceptions in favor of kind masters, to reflect whether any man can be 


kind, who knows, as every intelligent man at the south must know, these appalling facts, and yet holds 


slaves ;—holds up the abominable tree which bears all this bitter fruit. 


fellow-citizens to read and ponder these FACTS. 
From the Liberator. 

REPORT ON THE SLAVE 

The Committee on the Domestic Slave 

Trade of the United States, ask leave re- 

spectfully to submit the following Report: 


TRADE. 


The Federal Constitution, in the same 
clause which empowers Congress to regu- 
late commerce with foreign countries and 
the Indian tribes, also authorizes it to regu- 
late commerce among the several States. 
The three subjects, foreign commerce, com- 
merce with the Indian nations, and between 
the different States, stand on precisely the 

same footing. It was so weil unde rstood 
at the time of fr aming the Constitution, that 
the power to abolish the foreign slave trade 
was conferred by the above-mentioned 
clause, that it was thought necessary by 
dealers in the flesh of foreigners, and by 
their patrons and instigators, the slave- hold. 


ers here, to except from the operation of 


that clause, the trade to Africa and other 
places abroad. “ Twenty years?” continu. 
ance of unutterable woes and unpunishable 
crimes, was stipulated and guaranteed by 


us to the republican masters and traders of 


slaves. And this plenary indulgence to the 


south to sin during that term, was one of? 


Most earnestly do we intreat all our 


the items in that price of principle, which 


the north paid for the Union! How com- 
pletely does this f; act t put the Sey i of hy poc- 
risy upon that boast, which has been so of- 
ten made age — in the slave states, and 
still oftener by their apologists in the. free, 
that Virginia dd petition his majesty George 
the ELT. to prohi ‘bit the foreign traffic, which 
his maje sty in council refusedtodo. Even 
if this were done with earnestness, good 
faith, ond right motives, which we deem 
very prob lemati eal, ft Was more than can- 
celled by the » pertinactous and unpring ip! led 
demand of that shocking stipulation f for the 
continned existence of th trafl ffic, when it 
was about to expire w shout their aid, and 
would have expired but for their opposition. 
When we view that stipulation in connec- 
tion with the slave representation in Con- 
gress, and the power aad influence which 
it exerts upon every ramification and mea- 
sure of the government, and upon every 
important twiterest of society, our sorrow 
and indignation eannet fail to be at the 
highest, and to defy the power of language 
ade: quate ‘ly to give them utterance. By these 
provisions combined, the slave states acqui- 
red an ascendancy in the government, in 
proportion as they committed crime; the 
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right to give law to a free country, in pro-|| “The Winchester (Va.) Republican has an 
portion as they violated the rights of free-|| Mteresting narrative of a case of kidnapping, in 
dom ; and thus political power, the deare*t| which a woman was rescued, though the wretch 
object of earthly ambition, (including as it! who sold her toa trader in human flesh escaped. 


| Dealing in slaves has become a LARGE BUSI- 
does the control of the purses and employ- Establishments are made at several pla- 


| NESS. 

ments of the people, and the honors and | ¢e jn Maryland and Virginia, at which they are 
emoluments of the government,) was given sold like cattle. These places of deposit are 
as a bounty for murder, and every other strongly built, and well supplied with iron thumb. 
crime destructive and brutalizing to the bo-| screws and gags, and ornamented with cowskins 
dies and souls of men.* | and other wh'ps,—oftentimes bloody. But the 


But the domestic trade, which is now car- laws of these states permit the traffic, and it is 


ried on in these states, without an attempt 


to restrain it, does not differ essentially from | 


the foreign. [n its great and leading cha- 
racteristics, it is the same. 
ed and attended in its progress by the same 
heart-breaking separations from kindred, 
friends and home—the same terror, anguish, 
and despair ; it is conducted with the same 
violence, kidnapping, and in case of resist- 
ance or pursuit, murder and massacre, as 
in Africa; and it is unquestionably accom- 
panied with more fraud than was ever per- 
petrated on the African coast. Your com- 
mittee feel it their duty, at the risk of being 
thought tedious, to illustrate by facts the 
tremendous guilt and misery of this busi- 
ness. 

Hezekiah Niles, Esq. editor and publish- 
er of the Baltimore Weekly Register, is 
situated in the focus of the domestic slave 
trade. He has ever shown himself, though 
a feeling, yet a faithful apologist of slave- 
holders. His testimony, therefore, so far 
as it is against those persons, and their 
agents and protegees, (for slave traders are 
nothing more,) is peculiarly valuable. It 
is the confession of the adversary. To 
that testimony your committee invite your 
attention. 

In the Register for 1829, vol. 35, p. 4, 
we find the following statement, under the 
head of “ Kidnapping.” 








*In a very late work, entitled ‘Transatlantic 
Sketches, comprising visits to the most interesting 
scenes in North and South America and the West 
Indies, with notes on negro slavery and Canadian 
Emigration, by Capt. J. E. Alexander, of the British 
Army, London, 1833,” we find the following passage : 

‘‘The most remarkable circumstance connected 
with slavery in America is the following. A planter 
in Louisiana, of forty years standing, assured me that 


there are a set of miscreants in the city of New Or-. 


leans, who are connected with the slave traders of 


It is commenc-. 


| suffered. All good men obey the laws !” 


| Dr. Jesse Torrey, of Philadelphia, one of 
\the earliest, and therefore most meritorious 
| laborers in the anti-slavery field, has collect- 
ed a number of cases, from which your 


| committee select a few, recommending to al] 


who hear this report, to read Dr. Torrey’s 


book. tT 


“A youth, having learned the subject on which 

I was occupied, and being prompt to communi- 
\cate whatever he might mect with relative to it, 
informed me, on returning from school on the 
evening of the 18th of December, 1815, that a 
black woman destined for transportation to Geor- 
gia, with a coffle about to start, attempted to es- 
cape, by jumping out of the window of a garret 
|of a three story brick tavern in F. street, about 
day break in the morning, and that in the fall, 
‘she had her back and both arms broken. I re- 
murked that I did not wonder; and inquired 
whether it had not killed her? To which he 
| replied, that he understood she was dead, and 
that the Georgia-men had gone off with the 
others. The rejation of this shocking disaster 
excited considerable agitation in my mind, and 
fully confirmed the sentiments which I had al- 
‘ready adopted and recorded, of the multiplied 
‘horrors added to slavery, when its victims are 
| bought and sold, frequently for distant destina- 
| tions, with as much indifference as four-footed 
_beasts. Supposing this to be a recent occur- 
rence, and being desirous of seeing the mangled 
slave before she was buried, I proceeded with 
, haste early on the following morning in search 
‘of the house. Calling at one near where the 
catastrophe occurred, I was informed that it had 
been three weeks since it took place, and that 
the woman was still living. I found the house, 
and having obtained permission of the landlord 
to see her, 1 was conducted by a lad to her room. 
On entering the room, I observed her lying upon 
a bed on the floor, and covered with a white 
‘woollen blanket, on which were several spots of 
blood, which I perceived was red, notwithstand- 
‘ing the opacity of her skin. Her countenance, 


Cuba, and who at certain periods proceed up the Mis- though very pale from the shock she had recei- 
sissippi as far as the Fourche mouth, which they de- | yed, appeared complacent and sympathetic.— 
scend in large row boats, and meet off the coast slave || Both arms were broken between the elbows and 


ships. These they relieve of their cargoes, and re-| 


turning to the main stream of the Mississippi, they’ 
drop down it in covered flat bottomed boats or arks, | 
and dispose of the negroes to those who want them.” | 
Vol. 2, p. 26. | 


' wrists, and had undoubtedly been well set and 





+ “Portraiture of Domestic Slavery in the United 
States—Philadelphia, published by the Author, 1817. 

















THE DOMESTIC 
dressed, but from her restlesness, she had dis- | 
placed the bones so that they were perceptibly | 
crooked. I have since been informed by the | 
mayor of the city, who is a physician, and re- | 
sides not far distant from the place, that he was" 
called to visit her immediately after her fall; 
and found, besides her arms being broken, that 
the lower part of’ her spine was badly shattered, 
so that it was very doubtful whether she would 
ever be capable of walking again, if she should 
survive. ‘Ihe lady of the mayor said she was 
awakened from sleep by the fall of the woman, 
and heard her heavy struggling groans. I in- 
quired of her, whether she was asleep when she 
sprang from the window? She replied, “ No: 
no more than Iamnow.” I asked her what was 
the cause of her doing such a frantic act. She 
answered, * They brought me away with two of 
my children, and would not let me see my husband 


—They didn’t sell my husband, and I didn’t want | 


to go; Iwas so confused and ’istracted, that I 
didn’t know hardly what I was about—but I didn’t 
want to go, and I jumped out of the window ;— 
but I am sorry now I did it— They have carrie 
my children off with them to Carolina.’ 

I was informed that the slave trader who had 
purchased her near Bladensburgh, gave her to 
the landlord as a compensation for taking care 
of her. Thus her family was dispersed from 
north to south, and herself nearly torn in pieces, 
without a shadow of hope of ever seeing or 
hearing from her children again. ‘He that can 
behold this poor woman, (as a respectable citizen 
of Washington afterwards remarked,) and lis- 
ten to her unvarnished story without a humid 
eye, possesses a stouter heart than I do.’ ’’* 


“I have been informed by several persons in 
the District of Columbia, that a woman who 
had been sold in Georgetown, cut her own throat 
ineffectually, while on her way in a hack to the 
same depository ; and that on the road to Alex. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


andria, she completed her purpose by cutting it 


again mortally.” 


“ A statement was published in the Baltimore 
Telegraph a few months ago, that a female slave 
who had been sold in Maryland, with her child, 
on her way from Bladensburgh to Washington, 
heroically cut the throats of both her child and 
herself, with mortal effect. This narrative has 
been since confirmed by a relative of the person 
who sold them.” 


Mr. Flenry B. Stanton, in a recent letter 


to the editor of the New York Emancipa- 
tor, dated April 23, 1834, states the follow- 





* After this part of this report was read to the Con- | 
vention, the Rev. Amos A. Phelps, agentof the Ame- | 
rican Anti-Slavery Society, rose and said that hehad | 
just had the privilege of seeing this woman who still | 
survives; that one of her arms and hands was per- | 
ceptibly crooked, as Dr. Torrey described it at the | 
time; that she had become the mother of three chil- | 
dren by her husband, who was not sold; that her 
master, who gave her away as above, allured by the | 
children had recently laid claim to them and their | 
mother! 
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ing case, as among the disclosures made in 


the late remarkable discussion at Lane Se- 


minary in Ohio. 

“ T will now relate briefly a few facts of a differ- 
ent character, showing the unspeakable cruelty 
of this traffic in its operations upon slaves left 
|behind. The following was related during our 
debate by Andrew Benton, a member of the the- 
ological department, who was an agent of the 
|S.8. Union for two or three years in Missouri. 
| A master in St. Louis sold a slave at auction, to 
|a driver who was collecting men for the south- 
jern market. The negro was very intelligent, 
jand, on account of his ingenuity in working 
‘iron, was sold for an uncommonly high price— 
about 7 or 800 dollars. He had a wife whom he 
tenderly loved—and from whom he was determi- 
ned not to part. During the progress of the 

sale, he saw that a certain man was determined 
to purchase him. He went upto him and said, 
‘If you buy me, you must buy my wife too, for I 
|can’t go without her. If you will only buy my 
| wife, I will go with you willingly, but if you don’t, 
|I shall never be of any use to you.’ He contin- 
| ued to repeat the same expression for some time. 
The man turned upon him, and with a sneer and 
'a blow, said, ‘ Begone, villain ! don’t you know 
youareaslave” The negro feltit keenly. He 
‘retired. The sale went on. He was finally 
‘struck off to thisman. ‘The slave again accost- 
ed his new master, and besought him with great 
earnestness and feeling to buy his wife, saying, 
| that if he would only do that, he would work for 
| him hard and faithfully—would bea good slave-— 
\and added with much emphasis, ‘ If you don’t, I 
never shall be worth any thing to you.’ He was 
‘now repelled more harshly than before. The 
‘negro retired a little distance from his master, 
'took out his knife, cut his throat from ear to ear, 
.and fell, weltering in his blood! Can slaves 
| feel 2” 

A member of this convention,* to whom 

we were indebted on yesterday for so much 
Interesting information, touching the disre- 
|putable exclusion of colored persons from 
republican seminaries of learning, has re- 
lated to your committee the following case. 
‘It oceurred in Maryland, his native state, 
‘while he was yet a resident there. 
A woman, a cook belonging to a gentle- 
‘man on the eastern shore, was sold by him 
to Georgia. The first time he entered his 
kitchen after the tidings were received by 
her, she stabbed him with a carving knife, 
‘quite through the breast, and he fell dead 
‘instantaneously. Then, with the same in- 
'strument, she slashed her arm in the part 
‘opposite to the elbow, severing the flesh, 
‘cords and arteries, and fell and expired on 
‘her master’s corpse. 





1] 


| 





] * Rev. William Monro, of Portland. 
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One of your committee* was informed 
by a Methc J st clergyman in Georgetown, 
in the District of Columbia, of the 
husband, who, upon his wife being sold 
and carried to the south, pied away, and in 
a few weeks died of a broken heart. 

The ease of another husband in Washine- 
ton, in the same District of Columbia, 
narrated to the same gentleman, by a mem- 
ber of a church in that city. Upon the 
sale and departure of his wife, he became, 
from being an industrious and sober man, a 
drunkard, and in a short time crazy, and 
remains so. 

Your committee recur with a painful sa- 
tisfaction to the { Mr 
letter. 

‘¢'The slaves at the north have a kind of in- 
stinctive dread of being sold into southern sla- 
very. They know the toil is extreme, the cli- 
mate sickly, and the hope of redemption despe- 
rate. But what is more dreadful, they fear that 
if they are sold, they will have to leave a wife, 
a sister, or c hildren whom they love. I hope no 


Was 


testimony oO .ptanton s 


He says:— 


one will smile unbelievingly when I say, that, 


slaves can love. There is no class of the com- 
munity whose social affections are stronger.— 
The above facts illustrate this truth. Mr. Ben- 
ton, of whom I spoke above, tells me, that while 
prosecuting his agency in Missouri, he was ap- 
plied to in more than a hundred instances by 
slaves, who were about to be sold to southern 
drivers, beseeching him in the most earnest man- 
ner to buy them, so that they might not be dri- 
ven away from their wives, their children, their 
brothers and their sisters. Knowing that his 
feelings were abhorrent to slavery, they address- 
ed him without reserve, and with an entreaty 
bordering on frenzy. Mr. B. related the fol- 


lowing. He was an eye-witness. A largenum- 
ber of slaves were sitting near a steam-boat in 


St. Louis, which was to carry them down to 
New Orleans. Several of their relatives and 


acquaintances came down to the river to take | 


leave of them. Their demonstrations of sor- 
row were simple but natural. 
embraced each other again and again. 'Twoor 
three times they left their companions—would 
proceed a little distance from the boat, and then 
return to them, when the same scene would be 
repeated. This was kept up for more than an 
hour. 
ed home, weeping and wringing their hands, 
and making every exhibition of the most poig- 
nant grief. Take the following facts as illus- 


trative of the deep feeling of slave mothers for | 


their children. It is furnished me by a fellow 
student who has resided much in slave states. 
I give it in his own words. 
when traveling from Halifax in North Carolina, 
to Warrenton in the same state, we ers 


“+ Rev. John Frost, of w hitesboro’ ; N. Y. 


case of 


They wept and | 


Finally, when the boat left, they return- | 


‘Some years since , 
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large drove of slaves on their way to Georgia. 
Before leay ing Halifax, [ heard that the drivers 
had purchased a number of slaves in that vicin- 
ity, and started with them that morning, and 
that we should probably overtake them in an 
hour or two. Before coming up with the gang, 
we saw at a distance a colored female, whose 
appearance and actions attracted my notice. I 
said to the stage-driver, (who was a colored 
-man,) ‘ What is the matter of that woman, is 
she crazy’ ‘No massa,’ said he, ‘I know her, 
it is Her master sold her two children 
this morning to the soul-drivers, and she has 
been following along after them, and I suppose 
they have driven her back. Don’t you think it 
would make you act like you was crazy, if they 
should take your children away, and you never 
see em any more?’ By this time we had come 
up with the woman. She seemed quite young. 
As soon as she recognized the driver, she cried 
out, *'They’ve gone ' they’ve gone! The soul- 
drivers have got them. Master would sell them. 
I told him I could’nt live without my children. 
| tried to make him sell me too; but he beat me 
;and drove me off, and I got away and followed 
* after them, and the drivers whipped me back : 
and I never shall see my children again. Oh! 
what shall | do!’ The poor creature shrieked 
and tossed her arms about with maniac wild- 
ness—and beat her bosom, and literally cast dust 
into the air, as she moved towards the village. 
At the last glimpse [ had of her, she was nearly 
a quarter of a mile from us, still throwing band- 
fulls of sand around her, with the same phren- 





zied air.” Here we have an exhibition of a mo- 
ther’s feelings on parting with her children.” 


On the subject of the dreadful apprehen- 

sions under which slaves, and even free ne- 
eroes In free states labor, in consequence 
of this odious trade, Dr. Torrey relates a 
‘remarkable instance. An African youth, 
in the city of Philadelphia, lately cut his 
throat, almost mortally, merely from the 
apprehension, as he said, of being sold.— 
This information was obtained from seve- 
ral respectable citizens of Philadelphia, 
who had personal knowledge of the fact. 

Mr. Garrison relates, on the authority of 

a clergyman cf Kentucky, the case of two 
little boys, which is not surpassed by the 
most affecting incident recorded in the an- 
nals of the African trade. The boys were 
tenderly attached to each other, and con- 
stant companions from their infancy. Their 


owner sold one of them, and not without 
some anticipation of the consequences up- 
on the other, and therefore he used decep- 
tion to prevent and quiet his sorrow. When 
the traded lad was removed, the other was 
®! told that it was but for a little while, and 
| that he would soon see him again. 


| 


The 























THE DOMESTIC 


boy became uneasy at the unwonted absence 
of his playmate. He was again assured 
that he would come back. 
him only to increase his alarm, when he 
found himself again balked. Again he 
was soothed by falsehood in some new form, 
and with more solemn protestations, and 
this cruel mockery of the most beautiful 


This preified 


and sacred affection, was repeated with less. 


and less effect, until the Jad Jost all confi- 
dence in his perfidious comforters, and gave 
himself up to despair. Tle drooped a few 
weeks, pined away and expired, His heart 
was crushed. 

Your committee have entered into these 
authentic details, notwithstanding their pain- 
ful nature, with the hope of convincing 


some of those persons, who are in the ha-, 


bit of replying to all instances when pre- 
sented singly, that they are o 
thority, or that they are too rare to be rea- 
soned upon. 
are not to be envied, nor his principles ad- 
mired, who cannot be affected even by a so- 


f doubtful au- ; 


The feelings of that person. 
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an accomplice, he was adjudged a slave, 
and was carried south, in spite of the zeal- 
ous exertions of our friend. It is the opin- 
ion of the same gentleman that by a conspi- 
racy of one or two needy and profligate 
men with a domestic slave trader, any free 
colored man in any state, may be, and a 
very considerable number annually are kid- 
napped according to law! The liberty of 
colored free men has not been sufficiently 
guarded by the laws of the United States, 
nor of any of the separate states; for in 
none, even of the free states, on the question 
of liberty or slavery, 1 is the supposed slave 
allowed a trial by jury, any more than he 
is on the question of life and death in the 
slave states. New York has lately provi- 
ded for such trial where a man is claimed 
as a slave, but it seems to be considered ve- 
ry doubtful if the judicial tribunals of that 
state will sustain the enactment. If they 
should not, it will be high time that Con- 


gress should revise the act for restoring men 


litary instance of excessive and deliberate | 


barbarity, especially when he wows that 
the same tyrant who has committed one, 
may commit an hundred with equal profit 
and impunity; and that half a million of 


owners are at liberty, and very likely to do, 


the same. 

One of the objections to the domestic 
slave trade, most grievous in its nature, 
though not the most extensive in its effects, 
is the great temptation and facility which it 
affords for kidnapping freemen, both in the 
slave and free states. Some examples will 
prove and illustrate this proposition. 

A member 6f this convention,* who for- 


to slavery, who have escaped from it, so that 
it may not be used as an instrument for en- 
slaving those who are by birth or manumis- 
sion free. Suppose such a statute as the 
one above mentioned had been applied to the 
pilgrims, who fled from ecclesiastical tyran- 
ny, or to their descendants; for no length of 


_time, no number of generations, can by the 


free! 


merly resided in the District of Columbia, , 


has communicated to your committee a case, 


having interfered to prevent the unright- 
eous result. A drunkard and spendthrift, 
named Laskey, having dissipated his mo- 


slave code render the posterity of slaves 
Or, suppose the British Parliament 
should pass an act to reduce these states to 
colonial dependence once more. We should 
fight, immediately, and justly. And what 
does this show? It shows that the reclaim- 
ing of fugitive and selfenmancipated slaves, 
is an affair of mere power, and not of right; 
and is submitted to on the same principle 


_that we surrender our purse to a highway- 
which was within his own knowledge, he | 


man, who points a pistol at our breast. 
Che following is from the testimony of 


the Rev. George Bourne, in a recent publi- 


ney, took this method to replenish his pock- | 


ets. He procured a newspaper, 


(no diffi- | 


cult task,) containing an advertisement of a) 


runaway slave, and presented himself be- 
fore a judge of the United States Court in 
the District, and made oath that a certain 


slave intended by the advertisement. The 
accused was brought before the judge, and | 


cation,* abounding with useful and afflicting 
details. 


“ Nothing is more common than for two of 
these white partners in iniquity, Satan-like, to 


start upon the prowl, and if they find a freeman 


on the road, to demand his certificate, tear it in 
pieces or secrete it, tie him to one of their hor- 


oF | ses, hurry to some jail, while one whips the cit- 
ree colored man, residing there, was the °°" Figg: 
free colo izen along as fast as their horses can travel.— 


There, by an understanding with the jailer, who 
| SHARES in the spoil, all possibility of intercourse 


cll the testimony of this miscreant, and f with his friends is cut off. At the earliest pos- 





. 1 — 
* Mr. pee Forbes, tanehas of the Boston Gram- |) I 


mar and Writing School for colored youth. 





* “ Bourne’s Picture of Slavery in the United States, 
|p. 121, Middletown, Con. E. Hunt, 1834.” 
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sible period, the captive is sold to pay the felo- || times, every man was presumed to be free, 


nious claims of the law, bought through juggle- | 1»4j] the contrary were preved. Here he 


ry by this trio of man-stealers ; and then trans- |i; presumed to be a slave, unless he proves 
ferred to soine of their accomplices in iniquity, | Waiter peg taal , 


who fill every part of the southern states with | 
fraud, rapine and blood.” | Your committee would now recur to the 
-_ ry ° ° 
Mr. Bourne mentions several other cases, || work of Dr.'Torrey. The evidence which 


where the most subtle frauds, and the most woe eng a ei ae noepew or or 
revolting cruelties, are by turns displayed. || U2". 8 1t has been betore the whole coun- 


Wis eaniantiies sonaesnand the whole beck |" for sixteen years, and no contradiction, 


to the attention of anti-slavery friends. The | 0° °Ve" qualification of his statements has 


author probes with a firm hand, this fever- | been attempted. This is the best proof that 


sore of the body politic. |they will admit of none. Fle says: 


| 


Mr. Munro and Mr. Forbes, whose testi-|| “The others whom I found inthe same garret, 
mony has before been referred to, concur | (meaning where the poor woman with broken 
in declaring that the practice of whites to | limbs was lying,) and at the same time, were a 
search any colored persons, bond or free, | young black widow woman, with an infant at 

ae ak Melis aiid: “ines weet then the breast, both of whom were born free. Her 
nt eileen Pe husband had died a few days previous to her sei- 
slave states, is universal; and indeed any | zure, and she was in a state of pregnancy at 
one who reflects upon the laws of those 'the time. She stated that the man in whose 
states, must beaware that this right of search | house she resided, together with his brother, 
would necessarily result from them. This aud three other persons, (two of whom she said 
is very important in its bearing on the kid- | then stood indicted for having seized and carried 


napping branch of the domestic trade. For | her off at a former time,) came into the room (a 


generally speaking, a free colored man de- | kitchen) where she was in bed, seized and drag- 


; : . ged her out, fastened a noose round her neek to 
prived of his free papers, can entertain very | prevent her from screaming, and attempted to 
little hope of vindicating his freedom.— blindfold her, which.she resisted with such vio- 
Your committee are fully satisfied that lence that she prevented them from succeeding. 
where the liberty of a slave is in question, | She said, while one of them was endeavoring to 
it is extremely difficult to obtain the testi-| fix the bandage over her eyes, that she seized 
mony of whites to facts in favor of the slave, | Hi8 cheek with her teeth, and tore a peice of it 


however clear or notorious they may be.— ‘entirely off. She said one of them struck her 


y —Ih 1 ti ith a sti 
Mr. Forbes says, that he has known white Bed savored Symes wile 6 alee. of Wien. Seem 


ao \the wounds of which she was almost entirely 
witnesses, whose love of truth, justice and covered with blood. She showed me a large 


humanity, impelled them to come forward, | scar upon her forehead, occasioned by one of the 
and enabled them to defy persecution, to | blows, which a gentleman, who saw her the day 
give their evidence amidst the hisses of the | previous to the seizure, has since informed me®@ 
whole court-house. When it is considered | WS not there before. She said, while she was 


that the sheriffs and constables or other per- | *'¥geling against them, and screaming, the man 
, : ‘in whose house she lived bawled out, ‘ Choak 
sons serving subpeenas for witnesses, must 


: ; the ; don’t let her halloo; she’ll scare 
all be white—that they must be patd—that yy wife!’ Having conquered her by superior 
the negro has very little to pay with, and | force, she said they placed her with the child in 
can never, on the score of expense, compete |the chaise, and refusing to dress herself, three 
with his master—that even if he should be of them, leaving the two who belonged to the 
able to bring his witnesses into court, he can | house, carried her off in the condition that she 


seldom, from these causes, have legal coun- | ¥@® dragged from the bed, to a certain tavern 


' a er _ in Maryland, and sold them both to the man- 
on eo epg tg mm judged by dealer, who brought them to the city of Wash- 


ington. She stated that one of her captors 
knowledged, that any free colored man, | drove the carriage and held the rope which was 
without his certificate in his pocket, 2s @ fixed to her neck, and that one rode each 
slave—not of one man, but of every man side, on horseback ; that while one of them was 
he meets! Such are some of the conse-| negociating a bargain with her purchaser, he 


uences of substituting a bit of parchment |@8ked her who her master was, end replying 
ys that great law of God that At men are || “22 she had none, her seller beckoned to him to 


f et een 1] hich the R | go into another room, where the business was 
Fee, tat universal law, waich tie “oman | adjusted without troubling her with any further 
code in its worst state fully acknowledged, | inquiries. She stated that her purchaser con- 


and applied to the condition of slavery in | fessed, while on the way to Annapolis, that he 
that empire ; so that there in the worst of | believed she might have had some claim to free- 




















THE DOMESTIC SLAVE TRADE. 103 


dom, and intimated that he would have taken | same drama is now performed in miniature.— 
her back, if the man of whom he bought her had) The arrival of the man-traffickers, laden with 
not run away ; but requested her, notwithstand- | cash, at their respective stations, near the coasts 
ing, to say nothing to any body about her being! of the great American water, called justly, by 
free, which she refused to comply with. She, Mr. Randolph, ‘a Mediterranean sea,’ or at their 
affirmed that he offered her for sale to several) several inland posts, near the dividing line of 
persons, who refused to purchase her, on account) Maryland and Delaware, (at some of which they 
of her asserting that she was free. She stated have grated prisons for the purpose,) is the well 
that her purchaser had left her in Washington’ known signal for the professed kidnappers, like 
for a few weeks, and gone to the eastern shore, beasts of prey, to commence their nightly inva- 
in search of more black people, in order to make sions upon the fleecy flocks, extending their ra- 
up a drove for Georgia.” vages, (generally attended with bloodshed, and 

“ These facts clearly exemplify the safety with sometimes murder,) and spreading terror and 
which the free born inhabitants of the United consternation amongst both freemen and slaves, 
States may be offered for sale and sold, even in throughout the sandy regions, from the western 
the metropolis of liberty, as oxen ; even tothose | to the easternshores. These ‘two-legged feath- 
who are notified of the fact, and are perhaps erless animals, or human blood-hounds, when 
convinced that they are free !” | overtaken, which is rare, by the messengers of 

«A mulatto youth had been purchased in the the law, are generally found armed with instru- 
city of Washington, and kept in it in irons se- ments of death, sometimes with pistols with /a- 
veral weeks by a person who confessed his re- | ‘ent spring daggers attached to them. 


gret, that he had not removed him ‘before the On the subject of the difficulty of a kid- 
suit for the recovery of his freedom had com- napped free man or woman holding any 


menced ; and that, if he had known it sooner, communication, by which assistance could 
he would have taken him on to , (the place 


of his residence,) even if he had been satisfied be procured, Mr. Munro states the follow- 
of his being free. One slave trader to whom he ig facts, as having come under his own 
had been offered, was however so conscientious, observation. 
that he refused to purchase him or the lad who Inthe droves, which are marched inland 
was with him, (before mentioned,) being confi- from Maryland south, and from the prisons, 
dent that they were illegally enslaved.” depots and public houses to the vessels, 
_“T have been assured by a gentleman of the none is allowed to address a bystander of 
highest respectability, that a former representa- any color or condition. Now and then, a 
tive to Congress, from one of the southern states, a Ease lide Tice snail oll  & Good 
acknowledged to him that he held a mujatto DSTO T@! aa eee en Oe ee ae "4 
man as a slave, having purchased him in com- bye, to his friends and acquaintance. This 
pany with slaves, who affirmed that he was free 1s all. It is exceedingly rare that one hears 
born, and had been kidnapped from one of the more. I was once present, when a woman 
New England states, who was well educated, cried that she was free, and had been kid- 
and who, he had no doubt, was born as free a napped. A gentleman of respectable cha- 
man as himself or my informant. Upon being) racter attempted to inquire into the particu- 


asked how he could bear then to retain him, he | . 
replied that the customs of his part of the coun- | lars of her case, but Woeeijelt, the Stectans 


try were such, that these things are not minded | merchant of souls, rode up to him on the 
much.” side walk, and drew his pistols upon him. 
« Mr. Cooper, one of the representatives to | Of this action, no notice was taken by the 
Congress from Delaware, assured me that he had police or public authorities of any kind.— 
often been afraid to send one of his servants out | Woolfolk’s servants follow him, armed with 
of his house in the evening, from the danger of | pistols and daggers. 
their being seized by kidnappers.” | It may be observed in general, that the 
It appears by the following passage, that | kidnapping of freemen is common all over 
Dr. Torrey was powerfully struck by that) this country, and prevails to an extent of 
resemblance, or rather identity of the Ame-|| which few are aware. 


rican slave trade and the African slave| My. Jude Hall, a colored man of New 
ag which your committee have asserted. | Hampshire, a valiant soldier during the 
- Saye a | whole of our revolutionary war, and at the 
“Thomas Clarkson states, in his History of time of his death a pensioner of the United 


the Abolition of the Slave Trade, thatthe ar Siates, Jost three. sons by kidnapping from 
the uniform signa! for the immediate commence- | New England vessels. One of them, after 


. ment of wars for the attainment of prisoners, ten years bondage, escaped to England, and 


for sale and exportation to America and the) Wrote from there a few years ago, an ac- 
West Indies. In Maryland and Delaware, the |count of his being sold by his captain, of 
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his continuance in slavery during the above || was torn away from him and destroyed, and he 


| 


period, of his escape thence, and of his || very severely flogged. He then lost most every 


success and prosperity after arriving in| 
England, where he had become the captain | 
of a coasting vessel, and was happily mar-| 
ried. -This news was received after the) 
death of the father. The other two, if li-| 
ving, are still in slavery—and it is not, 
known where.* } 
A colored seaman of Boston, was lately | 


kidnapped at New Orleans, and committed 
to the calaboose, preparatory to being sold| 
and sent into the interior. | 
that his captain, a Scotchman named Bulk- | 
ley, was privy to the outrage. 
remained in the most filthy and infected of 
prisons, and believes he should have been | 
in slavery at this time; if he had not been) 
able to speak French. Availing himself) 
of this advantage, he conveyed a message | 
through a creole French soldier who was, 


hope; but at length the above Peter Smith* was 
kidnapped again in this garden of paradise of 
freedom, and being lodged in the same cell with 
him, he communicated to Smith the particulars 
of his sufferings. At the examination of Smith 
he was found to have free papers, signed by the 
governor ; in consequence of which, he was set 
at liberty. He then wrote to Barbadoes’ pa- 
rents, and likewise arrived in Boston as soon as 
the letter. [Free papers were immediately ob- 
tained, and signed by his father and Mrs. Mary 
Turel, Mr. Giles, and Mr. Thomas Clark, 





He supposes | town clerk ; and by the governor of this state, 


demanding him without delay, he was returned 


There he. to his native town, Boston, where all these other 


persons belonged.”’ 


The following is from Mr. Stanton’s let- 


4YPr 


«A member of this institution, recently visit- 
ing among the colored people of Cincinnati, en- 
tered a house where was a mother and her little 


on guard, to two friends in the city, who ob-!son. The wretched appearance of the house 


tained his release. ! 

his sailor saw in the prison nine color- | 
ed men, whom he knew to be free, having | 
known several of them as stewards on board | 
of northern vessels. Two of them belong-| 
ed to Boston, one to Portland, and three to 
New York. 
to be sold. 
remarkable declaration, which it is to be 
hoped may operate, if not as a help to reform | 
this horrid abuse, at least as a caution to all 
colored seamen, both against their own of- 
ficers, andthe caitiffs who infest the shores | 
of the Mississippi. 

“ There is a continual stream of free colored 
persons from Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
and other seaports of the United States, passing | 
through the cALABOOSE into slavery in the coun- 
try.” 

A member of this conventionf states, | 
among five cases of kidnapping within his) 
own knowledge, that of his brother. We 
quote his own words. 

About eighteen years ago, Robert H. Barba-. 
does was kidnapped in New Orleans, imprison- | 


After twenty days, they were 
The witness adds the following | 


ed, handcuffed and chained, for about five months |, 


or longer, and deprived every way of communi-_ 
cating his situation to his parents. His protec- 
tion was taken from him, and tornup. He was 
often severely flogged to be made submissive, | 


woman must be a drunkard. 


ped. Last spring, Dr. 


‘where he remained some time. 
returned to Cincinnati, he saw the wife of the 


and the extreme poverty of its inmates, induced 
the visitor to suppose that the husband of the 
He inquired of 
the boy, who was two or three years old, where 
his father was? He replied, ‘ Papa stole.’ The 
visitor seemed not to understand, and turning to 


the mother, said, ‘ What does he mean?” She 
then related the following circumstances. About 
two years ago, one evening, her husband was 
sitting in the house, when two men came in, 


and professing great friendship, persuaded him, 
under some pretence, to go on board a steam- 


boat, then lying at the dovk, and bound down 
the river. 


After some hesitation he consented 


to go. She heard nothing from him for more 


than @ year, but supposed he had been kidnap- 
, @ physician of Cin- 
cinnati, being at Natchez, Miss. saw this negro 
in adrove of slaves, and recognized him. He 
ascertained, from conversation with him, that he 
had been driven about from place to place since 
he was decoyed from home by the slave drivers, 
had changed masters two or three times, and 
had once been lodged in jail for safe keeping, 


When Dr. -—— 





negro, and engaged to take the necessary steps 
for his liberation. But soon afterwards this gen- 
tleman fell a victim to the cholera, which was 
then prevailing in Cincinnati. No efforts have 
since been made to recover this negro. No ti- 
dings have been heard from him since the retura 
of Dr. He is probably now laboring on 





and deny that he was free born. He was un-| some sugar or cotton plantation in Louisiana, 

luckily caught with a letter wrote with a stick, |} without the hope of escaping from slavery, al- 

and with blood drawn from his own veins, for though he is a free born citizen of Philadel- 

the purpose of communicating to his father his phia.” 

situation ; but this project failed, for the letter) © =. === 
ahi. * One of the four persons previously mentioned by 





* Affidavit of Robert Roberts of Boston. i 
t James G. Barbadoes of Boston. 


|| Mr. Barbadoes. 
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Mr. Stroud, author of the Sketch of South- | “ O ye who enter here, abandon hope !” 
ern Slave Laws, states that more than thir- | than to the entrance of Georgia or the Mis- 
ty free persons of color were carried off’ sissippi to these men. 
from Philadelphia in two years. Five with) It is true that “ free papers,” as they are 
great difficulty and expense had been re-| called, are some protection so long as they 
leased. The rest were still in bondage. are retained, but what are they worth when 
Torrey says, that in many cases, whole every white ruffian hasthe RIGHT OF SEARCH, 
families have been attacked by night, knock-|/and in nine cases out of ten, (we use the 
ed down, gagged, and dragged — away, lea- | language of Mr. Monro,) finds those papers, 
ving no traces behind, except trails of their) however carefully concealed, and tears 
blood. He further says, on the authority | them in pieces ? 
of an “ ingenuous slave trader,’ which re- | Another law, which if not universal, is 
minds us of the title of a comedy, (“ Honest very general in slave states, is that a slave, 
Thieves,”’) that “ several thousand free citi- | or any person for him, who shall sue for 
zens of these United States, are held in|/the freedom of the siave, in ease such slave 
hopeless captivity in this land of freedom.” shall fail in the action, shall pay to the 
The star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave master DOUBLE COSTs, and no slave can 
O’er the land of the free, and the home of the—slave. || | prosecute such ection witheal: Seat giving 
The laws of the slave states concur with | | security for costs. 
private depravity, to keep up this abomina- | | With such multiplied impediments in their 
ble trade. Their prisons, as well as that way, let the convention judge how many 


which we all pay and i - ree et free men held in bondage, will be likely to 
trict of Columbia, stand ever ready to fly | vindicate their freedom. The negroes must 


{ 
open for the accommodation of soul. sellers | | have a white man in some states to prose- 


and stealers, and to close upon their cap- ‘cute for them: inall, they must have white 
tives. The satutes of the old slave-breed- | sureties and witnesses, either of which it 
ing and slave-trading southern states pro- | renders a white man unpopular with his 
vide ey a for tendering man-meT- | -aste to be. Then he has counsel to fee, 
chandizing easy and lucrative. Thus they | and clerk’s and jury fees to advance. All 
authorize the county courts to issue under ‘these things require money of men, whose 
seal, certificates of the good character ol very condition it is to have no right to ac- 
any slave about to be sold to Georgia, Lou- | | quire property, and to be incapable of pos- 
isiana, &c. which greatly enhances his mer- | sessing a farthing? Supposing him by 
chantable value, and - analogous to an in- | some miracle to have surmounted these, still 
voice or bill of health in a lawful commerce. |} ;. judges and jury are slaveholders. 

The inhuman, and worse than heathen | Your commitiee forbear at this time to 
principles, universal in the slave states, that | | multiply examples, not because they are 
any colored man shail be taken and deem. | | few, but because they ates diated. 

ed to be a slave, and shall be incompetent as | hi may be reckoned as ‘aniong the erent 


- oe ago = me nae vn fred | evils of the domestic slave trade, that to an 
oa ee on born. in teh “og jowner, who abuses his power in such a 
| manner as not to destroy life, but yet to 
sempeba ie pie es — = vo render the victims disagreeable to his sight, 
pel, 2. il Soak: atelibon sealieatiens | disquieting to his conscience, or dangerous 
rea The laws j pele ns se od to his reputation, or their resentment, or the 
a I} 
sympathy of their companions formidable 
scientious as to direct that in such cases he | 'to him—it affords the means of getting rid 


shall be sold only for a term of years to pay | of them as effeetually as if they were bu- 
the above expenses ; but all accounts of the | ‘ried. “ Dead men tell no tales,” is likewise 


practise agree that this restriction is gene- | true of traded men. 

rally nugatory. Once sold, they are taken | | Froma manuscript for which your com- 
to Georgia and other states more south, and | ween ian sari 4 j-th joa of thie 
disposed of as entire slaves, to those who | | convention,* we extract the following case. 
know not the contrary, or disregard it | A gentleman of Baltimore was the father 
they do; and after this they must inevita-| ¢ 4 mulatto girl, by his slave. He deter- 


bly remain slaves for the residue of their | 'mined to fulfil his natural duty towards her, 
lives. The awful motto was not more ap- | 


plicable to Dante’s hell— * Rev. George Bourne. 
Vol. 1—No. 7 2 
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and gave her an excellent education, and she | 
grew up a very accomplished young lady. | 
When she was arrived almost at woman- 
hood, her father died. By a codicil to his| 
will he emancipated her, and bequeathed | 
her a handsome property. Her white bro-| 
ther, who was the executor, destroyed the | 
codicil of the will and the modesty of the 
maiden, and when she was about to become | 
a mother, sold her for an enhanced price to | 
Louisiana. | 

Many cases have been stated of slaves, 
whose masters had voluntarily contracted | 
with them to give them emancipation, when | 
they should have earned a certain sum, 
(the full value of their persons,) over and) 
above their usual tasks ; and after they had | 
earned and paid it over, have sold them, | 
and removed them to a safe distance. This| 
cruel deceit seems to be resorted to for gain | 
or revenge. | 

The affecting case of a barber, who at-| 


tempted to cut his throat on being informed | . 


| 


that he was sold, when he had just paid) 
over to his master the last of the purchase- || 
money for his own body, has been general- 
ly published within a few months in the 
newspapers. It may be considered as some 
proof of the power of that story, that it 
should have found its way into those vehi-| 
cles of information, which systematically 
suppress the truth, touching the condition 
and fate of our enslaved countrymen. 

The following is from a recent publica- 
tion.* 

«“ A master had repeatedly promised to manu- 
mit a slave who was an excellent blacksmith, but 
he had as often violated his promise. The 
slave had worked earlier, later and harder, upon 
the expectation of becoming so much the soon- 
eraman. At length, however, his heart grew 
sick. Disappointment, sharper than a serpent’s 
tooth, relaxed the sinews of his arm, and poi- 
sored his coarse and scanty fare. The master, 
to revive his spirits and restore his vigor, finally | 
promised with unwonted solemnity, that if he 
would earn by extra labor a certain sum of mo- 
ney, amounting to several hundred dollars, he 
should be free. The slave fell to work once 
more with redoubled energy. He toiled long; 
and hard, and at Jast the blessed day dawned, on 
which, according to the stipulation, he was to be 
enfranchised. But his treacherous and brutal 
master had sold him to a slave trader, to be car- 
ried to New Orleans! and on that day he was 
destined to receive—not his promised treedom 





ft Speech of David L. Child, Esq. at the first an- 
niversary of the N. E. A. 8. S. published by the Bos- 
ton Young Men’s Anti-Slavery Society for the Diffu- 
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but a new suit of chains. The heart-stricken 
man told his tale to the trader ; how he had been 
promised, how he had toiled, what cherished and 
often deferred hopes would be blasted forever.— 
He entreated him in the most touching language, 
to renounce the sacrilegious bargain. ut 
‘there is no flesh in the heart” of a slave trader. 
Seeing that his prayers and tears were vain, the 
slave became desperate. He told the dealer 
that if he did take him, one or the other of them 
must die ; and that he then gave im fair warn- 
ing. The trader was highly diverted, and said 
“he liked such a spirited fellow.’”” They went 
on board a vessel, and, during a serene evening 
in that delicious climate, the trader reposed him- 
self upon the deck. In the dead of the night, 
the slave contrived to rid himself of his hand- 
cuffs, and groped until he grasped an exe, and, 
thus armed, stood over the sleeping man. He 
waked him end told his purpose. *Then God 
have mercy on me,’ said theslave trader. ‘God 
will not have mercy on you, neither will I,’ said 
the slave, and beat out his brains.” 


| There cannot be a reasonable doubt that 
‘the American “ Middle Passage’? abounds 
in horrors very similar to those of the Af- 


rican. The victims collected for the south- 


ern market, are consigned to prisons attach- 


ed to private establishments, or to county 
jails, or to the jail in the District of Co- 
lumbia. There they suffer from hunger, 
heat and cold, in chainsand in cells, which 
all witnesses describe as filthy and Joath- 
some in the extreme, and even in this situ- 
ation the traders still find or make occasion 
for using the * bloody lash.” 

If from these receptacles they are trans- 
ported by sea, they are crewded between 
decks and into the hold in just such num- 
bers as the captain pleases, and their fare 
is such as pleases him or the owner of them. 
Of course, it is not likely to be expensive.— 
The ship-room to be reserved for each slave 
coming from Africa was prescribed by the 
British Parliament long before they abol- 
ished the trade. Our Congress has found 
it necessary to prescribe the ship-room 
which captains shall reserve for passengers 
on foreign voyages to and from the United 
States. If these enactments were necessa- 
ry, is it not probable that the unlimited lhi- 
berty of crowding unreasonably and un- 


, comfortably our coasting slavers, is abused 


in nearly every voyage? Will not the cap- 
tains make money by abusing it? Will not 
traders save by it? The ordinary cargo 
appears to be from one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred slaves. It seems to your com- 
mittee that there must be suffering, excess- 





sion of truth, 1834.’ 


ive suffering from straightness of room ; 
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and we have a painful suspicion that it is 
much greater from this cause, and also 
from badness and scantiness of provision 
and harsh treatment on board, than is either 
known to us, or generally suspected. No 
one has yet told the secrets of an American 
coasting slaver. 

The following from the letter of Mr. 
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‘sengers and navigators, and often, by bribes, or 
‘threats, or the lash, made subject to abomina- 
tions not to be named. On the same deck, you 
may see horses and human beings, tenants of 
the same apartments, and going to supply the 
same market. The dumb beasts, being less 
| manageable, are allowed the first place, while 
the human are forced into spare corners and va- 
| cant places. My informant saw one trader, who 


| 


i 


Stanton, may serve to give an inkling of was taking down to New Orleans one hundred 


what may be. 


“A trader was recently taxing down nine 
slaves in a flat boat. When near Natchez, his 
boat sprung aleak. He was compelled to aban- 
don her. He put his slaves into a small canoe. 
Being manacled and fettered, they were unable 
to manage the canoe. It upset—they were 
plunged into the river—and sunk, being carried 


down by the weight of their chains. The wa- 


ter was deep and the current rapid. They were 
seen no more. My informant conversed with a 
man who accompanied a cargo of slaves from | 
some port in Virginia, round, by sea, to N. Or- 
leans. He said the owners and sailors treated 
them most unmercifully—beating them, and in| 
some instances literally knocking them down) 
upon the deck. ‘They were locked up in the | 
hold every night. Once on the passage, in con- 
sequence of alarm, they kept them in the hold 
the whole period of four days and nights, and 
none were brought on deck during that time) 
but a few females—and they, for purposes which | 
I will not name. Mr. Editor, do the horrors of 
the middle passage belong exclusively to a by-| 
gone age? 
« There is one feature of this nefarious taffic | 
which no motives of delicacy can induce me to| 
omit mentioning. Shall we conceal the truth, 
because its revelation will shock the finer sensi-| 
bilities of the soul, when by such concealment, | 
we shut out all hope of remedying an evil, which | 
dooms to a dishonored life, and to a hopeless! 
death, thousands of the females of our country ? 
Is this wise? Is it prudent? Is it right? I) 
allude to the fact, that large numbers of female) 
mulattoes are annually bought up, and varried | 








,’ 
down to our southern cities, and sold at enor-|/7@tory’ negro. 


| 


mous prices, for the purposes of private prosti-| 
tution. This is a fact of universal notoriety in) 
the south-western states. It is known to every | 
soul-driver in the nation. And is it so bad that | 
Christians may not know it, and knowing it, ap- | 
ply the remedy? In the consummation of this 
nameless aboinination, threats and the lash come 
in, where kind promises and money fail. And 
wil] not the mothers of America feel in view of 
these facts ?”’ 

“ Those who are transported down the Missis- 
sippi river, receive treatment necessarily differ- 
ent, but in the aggregate no less cruel. They are 
stowed away on the decks of steamboats, (our 
boats are constructed differently from yours,) 
males and females, old and young, usually chain- 
ed, subject to the jeers and taunts of the pas-| 








horses, several sheep, and between fifty and six- 
ty slaves. The sheep and the slaves occupied 
the same deck. Many interesting and intelli- 
‘gent females were of the number. And if I 
| were satisfied that the columns of a newspaper 
| were the proper place to publish it, 1 could tell 
_ facts concerning the brutal treatment exercised 
‘towarde these defenceless females while on the 
downward passage, which ought to kinale up 
the hot indignation of every mother, and daugh- 


‘ter, and sister in the land.” 


| 

| Let it be remembered that this testimony 
comes from the very scene of these atroci- 
ties, and from the mouths of the sons of 
slaveholdets. 

There is much testimony which might 
be heaped up on the subject of the cruel- 
ties to the droves, which move to market 
by land. In the works of Torrey, Rankin,* 
Bourne, Mrs. Child, the Liberator, and the 
New York Anti-Slavery Reporter, facts 
may be found sufficient to oppress the soul 
of any one, whom custom has not rendered 
insensible to human misery and the black- 
est crimes. On this subject Mr. Stanton 
says: 


“The slaves are taken down in companies, 
varying in number from 20 to 500. Men of ca- 
pital are engaged in the traffic. Go into the 
principal towns on the Mississippi river, and 
you will find these negro traders in the bar- 
rooms, boasting of their adroitness in driving 
human flesh, and describing the process by 
which they can ‘ tame down’ the spirit of a ‘ re- 
Remember, by ‘refractory,’ 
they mean to designate that spirit which some 
high-suuled negro manifests, when he fully re- 
cognizes the fact, that God’s image is stamped 
upon him. There are many such negroes in 
slavery. Their bodies may faint under the in- 
fliction of accumulated wrong, but their souls 
cannot be crushed. After visiting the bar-room, 
go into the outskirts of the town, and there you 
will find the slaves belonging to the drove, 
crowded into dilapidated huts—some reveli 
others apparently stupid—but others weeping 
over ties broken, and hopes destroyed, with ap 
agony intense, and to a free man, inconceive- 
ble. Many respectable planters in Louisiana 
have themselves gone into Maryland aud Vir. 


i 





| * “Letters on Slavery, by Rev. John Rankin.” p. 
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108 THE DOMESTIC SLAVE TRADE. 


ginia, and purchased their slaves. They a 
it more profitable to do so. Brother Robinson 
conversed with one or two of them when on/| 
their return. This shows that highly respecta- | 


ing through’the west some years ago, kill- 
ed two of their drivers, and severely wound- 
ed their purchaser. Two slave traders 
‘were slain by the slaves they were driving 








ble men engage in this trade. But those who! as y 
make it their regular employment, and thus re- ‘0 market, near Prince Edward Court 
ceive the awfully significant title of ‘soul dri- | House, Va., about a month since. 

vers,’ are usually brutal, ignorant, debauched) ‘I'he anguish, wailing and despair which 
men. And it is such men, who exercise despot- |are daily witnessed at the slave market, are 
i¢ control over thousands of down-trodden, and |themes familiar, alas! too familiar to us 


bP] | . . 
defenceless men and women. Jall; and your co1amittee will not now dwell 


“The slaves which pass down to the south-/ ypon them. ‘he brutal examination of 


ern market on the Mississippi river and through | . 
on the M pp! river and through | omen which takes place, is less spoken of 


pes Viglen Some oe oe gl are |than other particulars relating to that migh- 
In the emigration they suffer great hardships.— | ty instrument of torture, a slave auction. 

Those who are driven down by land, travel from | On this topic your committee refer to the 
two hundred toa thousand miles on foot, through |testimony of Mr. Robinson, a member of 
Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi. They the Lane Seminary, a citizen of Nashville, 


sometimes carry heavy chains the whole dis-||'{ennessee, where he was graduated, and 
tance. These chains are very massive. They ||}... pac; . 

: ‘has resided. 
extend from the hands to the feet, being fasten-'| Aft er ket th b 
ed to the wrists and ancles by an iron ring| er slaves arrive in market they are sub- 


round each. When chained, every slave car-_ jected to the most degrading examinations. The 


ries two chains—i. e. one from each hand to Purchasers will roll up their sleeves and panta- 
each foot. A wagon, in which rides ‘the dri-| !00n8, and examine their muscles and joints cri- 
ver,’ carrying coarse provisions, and a few tent | tically, to ascertain their probable strength, and 
coverings, generally accompanies the drove.— | Will even open their mouths, and examine their 
Men, women, and children, some of the latter Leeth, with the same remarks, and the same un- 


very young, walk near the wagon; and | 





if, concern, that they would a horse.” 


through fatigue or sickness they falter, the ap-| “The females are exposed to the same rude 
plication of the whip reminds them that they examinations as the men. When alarge drove 
are slaves. Our informant, speaking of some of slaves arrives in a town for sale, placards are 
droves which he met, says, ‘the weariness was put up at the corners of the streets, giving no- 
extreme, and their dejected, despairing and woe- | tice of the place and time of sale. Often they 
begone countenances I shall never forget.’ They | are driven through the streets for hours togeth- 
encamp out nights. Their bed consists of a/|er (for the purpose of exhibiting them) exposed 
small blanket. Even this is frequently denied | to the jeers and insults of the spectators. About 


them. A rude tent covers them, scarcely suffi-|| @ year since, Mr. Robinson saw about a hun- 


cient to keep off the dew or frost, much less the | dred men, women and children, exposed for sale 


rain. They frequently remain in this situation||at one time in the market place at Nashville ; 
several weeks, in the neighborhood of some||and while three auctioneers were striking them 
slave trading village. The slaves are subject, off, purchasers examined their limbs and bodiee 
while on their journeys, to severe sickness. On| With inhuman roughness and unconcern. This 
such occasions the drivers manifest much anxi- Was accompanied with profanity, indelicate al- 
ety lest they should lose—their property! But | lusions, and boisterous laughter.” 

even sickness does not prevent them frem hur-|| “There are planters in the northern slave- 
rying their victims on to market. Sick, faint, | states, who will not sell slave families, unless 
or weary, the slave knows no rest. In the Choc-||they can dispose of them all together. This 
taw nation, my informant met a large compatiy || they consider more humane—as it in fact is.— 
of these miserable beings, following a wagon at || But such kindnesses are of no avail after the 
some distance. From their appearance, being | victims come into the southern markets. If it 
mostly females and children, and hence not so) is not just as profitable for the traders to sell 
marketable, he supposed they must belong to) them in families, they hesitate not a moment to 
some planter who was emigrating southward.— | separate husband and wife—parents and chil- 
He inquired if this were so, and if their master | dren, and dispose of them to purchasers, resi- 
was taking them home. A woman, in tones of ding in sections of the country remote from 
mellowed despair answered him :—‘ Oh, no, sir,||each other. When they happen to dispose of 

: - . | one 
we are not going home! We don’t know where whole families to the same man, they loudly 


we are going. The speculators have got us!’” | boast of it, as an evidence of their humanity.” 
What a condemnation of the general 








The cruelties exercised in these passages 








are not always unavenged by the miserable 
slaves. Itis inthe recollection of most men, 
thata company of sixty slaves, while march- 





practice of the slave traders, and indeed of 
their whole traffic do these boasts imply ! 
Your committee had long entertained a 
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painful suspicion, that corrupt and degene- 
rate persons from the United States were 
fraudulently introducing and holding slaves 
inthe Texas, notwithstanding that slavery 
was abolished forever, throughout all Mexi- 
co, in the year 1829. ‘his suspicion was 
founded upon the confident calculations of 
southern planters and politicians upon Tex- 
as, as a future market of slaves, and upon 
their known eagerness to purchase or con- 
quer it. Nevertheless, we did indulge the 
hope, that even fugitives and intruders from 
the United States, who should set down in 
that fair country, would have too much re- 
spect for their native land and her apparent 
institutions, to attempt to convert a friendly 
and free, into a slave state. Or, if this were 
not so, that the government and people of 
Mexico would have too much respect for 
themselves to permit those base men to con- 
temn their laws, or even to pollute the soil 
with their presence. But we now regret 
to say, that we have met with evidence on 
this subject, which reduces suspicion to re- 
ality. Capt. Alexander, whose work we 
have before cited, makes the following state- 
inent.* 

“The Mexicans complain with justice that 
instead of industrious and respectable settlers 
being introduced into Texas, in general the 
most worthless outcasts enter their territory. I 
heard of people there quarrelling and shooting 
one another with pistols in the open day with 
impunity ;—of a dialogue between two friends, 
who unexpectedly met there. One asked what 
brought the other there. ‘The murder of his 
brother-in-law.’ ‘The other ‘had fled after be- 
ing detected in kidnapping free negroes.’— 
Again, the Mexicans complain that they are in- 
sulted by the Americans, who, contrary to ex- 
press stipulations, introduce slaves into the 
colony, under pretence of their being indent- 
ed servants ; and indeed it seems quite evident 
that the Americans are endeavoring to obtain 
possession of the country, (a very tempting 
prize) as they did Florida, by encouraging squat- 
ters to enter it, who, when they are sufficiently 
numerous, will rise under pretence of being op- 
pressed, and an American force will be march- 


ed in to succor them, which, retaining posses- | 


sion of the country, a compulsory sale will en- 
sue.” Vol. 2, pp. 43—4. 


It is supposed by many persons resi- 
ding at the south, that if the planters could 
not sed/ and send off a few slaves annually, 
to make up the deficiency of income from 
their agriculture, they would be obliged to 
abandon immediately so bad a system of la- 





bor. ‘The domestic trade, in this view, is 
chargeable with the whole guilt of the con- 
tinuance of slavery in several of the states. 
| It is impossible to form any satisfacto- 
ry idea of the number of slaves annually 
sold in the United States, by the regular 
‘traders. There is no other branch of com. 
‘merce, concerning which our government 
has given us no statistical information. It 
would be unseemly for a republican gov- 
ernment to publish these things, but not at 
‘all for a republican people to do them. 

| One of your committee* has informa. 
‘tion, on which we can rely, that one house 
‘in the District of Columbia exported one 
thousand, in the year 1833, and will export 
‘more the present year. They employ two 
vessels constantly. There is another house 
‘inthe same District. A third, located in 
|Georgetown, has been given up ; not, how- 
ever, on account of the decline of the trade, 
for that is allowed to be increasing. The 
price is depressed at this moment, owing 
‘to the derangement of the currency, but the 
| trade is unquestionably brisk and profitable. 
_ The high price of cotton and the ravages 
‘of the cholera last year, and the return of 
‘the same blessing, (for such it has been said 
‘the poor slaves esteem it,)—and the new 
‘tracts of cheap and fertile land, wrested 
from the Indians, conspire, and will conspire 
to increase the demand for slaves, in the 
south and south-west, for some time to 
eome. 

Mr. Niles in his Register, states that in 
the week, ending Sept. 16th, 1831, three 
hundred and seventy one slaves were re- 
ported in the New Orleans papers as land. 
ed from Baltimore, Alexandria, Norfolk and 

Supposing this to be an ave- 








‘Charleston. 
‘rage number, it would follow that the do- 
‘mestic maritime slave trade supplies that 
‘city with no less than twenty thousand 
‘slaves every year, three times the annual 
 imapeataine from abroad into the United 
States, when the foreign trade was most 
brisk. We may add ten thousand for those 
here in other states and territories, with- 
out touching at New Orleans, and twenty 
‘thousand for the inland trade, making a to- 
‘tal of fifty thousand men, trafficked yearly, 
like swine and turkeys from Kentucky. It 
‘is supposed by one gentleman in this con- 
'vention,} that the number will this year ex- 
‘ceed one hundred thousand. 


* Rey. Mr. Frost. 








* See Debates of the Virginia Convention. 


t Rev. Mr. Blain, of Pawtucket. 
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110 LAWS AGAINST LIBERTY. 


It is a fact worthy of observation, that 
just at the precise time that the foreign 
slave trade was permitted by our Constitu- 
tion to cease, the domestic was ready to be- 
gin. The turn of the tide could not have 
been calculated with more accuracy! Per- 
haps we owe it to this circumstance, that 
the law of 1808 was passed at all! Ex- 
tensive arrangements would seem, by all 
accounts, to have been made in the north. 
ern slave states, to prepare a supply for the 
market, and to profit by the monopoly.— 
And now this dreadful result takes place, 
that (&F-slaves are the only domestic article, 
the production of which, is encouraged by a 
prohibitory tariff. 2 

In conclusion, your committee recom- 
mend an earnest and early appeal to Con- 
gress on this subject, that a petition, setting 
forth the constitutional law, and the practi- 
cal horrors and atrocities relating to this 
trade, be drafted under the direction of the 
New England Anti-Slavery Society, and 
printed with the minutes of this convention, 
and sent to all parts of the country and to 
all Anti-Slavery Societies, for circulation 
and signatures, and they recommend the 
passage of the following resolve : 

Resolved, As the opinion of this convention, that 
the domestic slave trade of the United States is equal- 
ly atrocious in the sight of God with the foreign, that 
it equally involves the crimes of murder, kidnapping 
and robbery, and is equally worthy with the foreign 
to be denounced and treated by human lews end tri- 
bunals as piracy, and those who carry it on as ene- 
mies of the human race. 

Signed, D. LEE CHILD, 

JOHN FROST, 

RAY POTTER, 

JESSE PUTNAM, 
JOSEPH SOUTHWICK. 

[The length of the preceding article has 
crowded out of this number an excellent 
communication from J. G. Wuirtier, ad. 
dressed to the society of Friends. Wees- 
pecially regret this, because that article 
should have appeared in the last Reporter. 
If Providence permit, it shall appear, the 
first article in our next. | 


LAWS AGAINST LIBERTY. 


We ask, has human liberty ever been 
more effectually trampled down by any Jaws, 
than by those which pertain to slavery in this 
country? Even in Sparta, the pride and 
cruelty of whose institutions entitle it to 
be called a republic of incarnate fiends, 
among all the atrocities practiced upon the 


poor Helots, they were not liable to be 
bought and sold asunder, or driven hun- 
dreds of miles in chained coffles, to gratify 
the sordid avarice of their oppressors.— 
Though obliged to support their haughty 
conquerors by their unrequited labor, and 
to wear a distinct garment as a badge of 
contempt, and though occasionally butcher- 
ed off, merely to gratify their masters’ cher- 
ished propensity to murder; their general 
condition relative to their masters must have 
been better than that of our slaves. The 
free Spartans in the madness of their mili- 
tary phrenzy, gave up to the Helots by law, 
both the theory and the practice of agricul- 
ture and the mechanic arts, and indeed every 
thing which had a tendency to humanize 
and elevate the mind. If the Helots were 
publicly whipped once a year, to remind 
‘them that they were slaves, it must be re- 
‘membered that the masters also whipped 
‘themselves, that they might not lose that 
|hardihood and ferocity, by virtue of which 
ithey kept in subjection a population five 
‘times as great astheir own. It is remark- 
jable too, that inthe Peloponesian war, 2000 
|Helots were freed for their bravery in bat- 
tle, a plain proof that they were not always 
held in contempt. But, the slavery of the 
Helots was the most cruel upon ancient re- 
‘cord. It excited the abhorrence of all 
Greece. The earthquake which overthrew 
Sparta was generally considered as the Di- 
vine vengeance upon her for her cruelty to 
these slaves. 


We are not aware that in any of the an- 
cient republics, it was made acrime fora 
master to teach his slave letters, or to make 
him free. At Rome, it was common for 
slaves to be learned men, and to acquire 
both freedom and wealth by their excellence 
in liberal studies. The Roman or civil law 
protected the property of the slave, and thus 
‘enabled him to buy his own liberty. This 
provision was vitally important. It had the 
‘effect of cutting a window in the prisoner's 
cell, for the lightof hope tocome m. This 
very code of law, in relation to slaves, has 
been adopted by all the continental powers 
of Europe to govern their slaves in the Co- 
lonies. It is for this reason that the slavery 
which our government is so anxious to have 
preserved in Cuba, is so much milder than 
ours. There, instead of a law against eman- 
cipation, is a law which has freed its tens 
of thousands, by compelling the master to 














take the fixed price of the slave when pre- 
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ATTEMPT TO PUT DOWN ANTI-SLAVERY BY FORCE, 


sented by him, instead of his services. The 
British laws in regard to slavery are more 
severe. They of course formed the basis 
of our own. The only difference as to the 
manner in which this consummate robbery 
is legalized in the United States and in the 


British West Indies is this ; for half a cen- | 


tury their laws have been growing milder, 


while ours have been growing more severe. | 
While they have passed laws against sepa- | 


rating husband and wife, and in favor of 
teaching slaves, with a view to their ulti- 
mate emancipation, we have passed laws 
making it criminal to teach, and throwing 
obstacles in the way of emancipation. 


There are laws in all our slave-holding 
states which do in fact put the slave, except 
for any purpose of benefitting him, entirely 
under the irresponsible control of the mas- 
ter. It avails nothing to say that this go- 
vernment, as it is actually administered, is 
mild and humane. In the general, it can- 
not be true. Human nature is the same in 
all ages. Itis the uniform testimony of 
past history that despots have, in general, 
abused power. Even the responsible agents 
of a free government are sufficiently prone 
todo so. ‘That there are mild and humane 
slave-holders, as there have been liberal 
minded autocrats, and tender hearted high- 
waymen, we do not deny. But that the 
aggregate of those who make and sustain 


the laws, are more humane than the laws, 
is altogether incredible. A 


themselves, 
single provision of slave Jaws makes the 
protection of the slave a mere mockery. 
Neither the evidence of a slave, nor of any 
one colored like a slave, can be taken by a 
court against ANY WHITE MAN! 
actment in Virginia is as follows: “ Any 
negro or mulatto, bond or free, shall be a 
good witness in pleas of the Commonwealth 
for or against negroes or mulattoes, bond 
or free, or in civil pleas where free negroes 
or mulattoes shall alone be parties, and in 
no other cases whatever.’ Similar enact- 
ments exist in Missouri, Mississippi, Ken- 
tucky, Alabama, Maryland, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, and, with shame be it spoken, 
in the free state of Ohio. In the other slave 
states, custom supplies the place of this 
law. 


In regard to a slave’s holding property, 


the law of Louisiana may be taken as a 
fair specimen of the prevailing legislation. 
“A slave is one who is in the power of a. 
master to whom he belongs. The master 


The en-| 
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may sell him, dispose of his person, his in- 
dustry, and his labor; he can do nothing, 
possess nothing, nor acquire anything but 
what must belong to his master.” In South 
Carolina the law is as follows: “Slaves 
shall be deemed, sold, taken, reputed, and 
adjudged in law to be CHATTELS PER- 
SONAL in the hands of their owners and 
possessors, and their executors, administra- 
tors and assigns, to all intents, constructions, 
and purposes whatsoever.” 

But the climax of this despotism of law 
is, that while the master may do what he 
pleases with his slave as a slave, he is not 
at liberty to make hima freeman. It is not 
enough for these immense bands of robbers 
to permit every member to plunder at his 
pleasure—they make it a crime to restore 
any thing!! In South Carolina, Georgia, 
Alabama, and Mississippi, a valid emanci- 
sation can be effected only by authority of 
the legislature specially granted. In Geor- 
gia, an attempt to free a slave, or even to 
permit him in any way to enjoy the avails 
of his own labor, may subject the humane 
transgressor to a fine of a thousand dollars!! 

In North Carolina, emancipation to be 
valid, must be made on account of “ merito- 
rious services, to be adjudged and allowed 
bu the county court.” Under this law, if a 
slave purchase his freedom and receive a 
quit-claim from his master, he is liable still 
to be sold for his master’s debts. 


ATTEMPT TO PUT DOWN ANTI-SLAVERY 
BY FORCE. 

On the Fourth of July there broke out a 
most bitter and violent persecution of the 
abolitionists of New York. We have not 
time now to detail a tenth part of the 
atrocities which have been enacted here, 
within the last week. The daily presses 
of the city, almost without exception, reck- 
less of truth on the subject of slavery, have, 
by giving utterance to unmeasured fiction 
and obloquy in regard to the doctrines and 
measures of abolitionists, prepared the po- 
pulace for the most ruthless violence. - It 
commenced by disturbing the meeting in 
the Chatham St. Chapel on the Fourth of 
July and preventing the oration. On the 
subsequent Monday evening, a meeting of 
colored people, of the most respectable 
character, was violently interrupted, and 
an attempt made to expel them from the 
Even some of the daily papers 
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112 ORIGINAL HYMN—DONATIONS. 


admitted that the aggression was altogether | was that they trampled on Truth as the 


on the part of the whites. 


A conflict en-| mire of the street—and repent of their fol- 


sued after the main part of the audience) ly. 


retired, in which the seats and lamps sup. 
plied the place of arms, till the house was | 
cleared by the interference of the police. | 


Since that, the nightly mobs have pro. | 


ORIGINAL HYMN. 


ceeded in their work of destruction with ®Y J°#N & wHITTier.—Sung on the 4th of July, at 


almost as much effect as if the city had | 
been given up to their Jaw. They have. 
broken open the house of Mr. Lewis Tap- | 
pan, and made a bonfire of the furniture in. 
the street. They have attacked the house | 
of Rev. Dr. Cox, and broken the windows. 
and door. ‘They have attacked his church | 
in Laight St., and those of Rev. H. G. Lud. | 
low, and Rev. Peter Williams, with consi- , 
derable injury. They have nearly demol- | 
ished a school house and numerous dwel-| 
lings of the colored people in Mulberry St. | 
And not yet satisfied, they threaten to de-, 
molish the house of every leading aboli-! 
tionist, and to EXTERMINATE the people of | 
color ! i 

We do not mean to be understood that | 
the civil authorities are not faithfully exert- | 
ing themselves to put an end to this state of 
things, but they certainly did not begin in, 
time. They suffered the outrage on the! 
Fourth of July to proceed, without an at-, 
tempt to arrest it,—and the next morning) 
the daily papers pronounced the rioters a! 
‘‘ civil set of fellows,” &c. The reins were 
thus laid upon the neck of the disorderly, 
and how soon they will be again in the grasp | 
of authority, it is difficult to foresee. | 

The public have now before them, a pal- | 
pable proof of the depth and virulence of, 
that prejudice upon which slavery is founded. | 
“« A white man who will descend to a social | 
equality with a black,” say the persecutors, | 
“ought to be expelled from socicty.”+—_ 
“ Hurrah for liberty,” “ Down with Anti. | 
Slavery” are the cries with which an over. 
whelming mob, cheered on by the daily! 
press, blazon forth the political hypocrisy | 
of our nation, while they essay to answer! 
arguments by pulling down houses! Sure-| 
ly the rioters and their sage abettors little 





the Chatham Street Chapel. 


‘‘Oh, Thou, whose presence went before 
Our fathers in their weary way, 

As with Thy chosen moved of yore 
The fire by night--the cloud by day! 


When from each temple of the free 

A nation’s song ascends to Heaven, 
Most Holy Father !—unto Thee 

May not our humble prayer be given? 


Thy children all—though hue and form 
Are varied in Thine own good will— 

With Thy own holy breathings warm, 
And fashioned in Thine image still. 


We thank Thee, Father !—hill and plain 
Around us wave their fruits once more, 

And clustered vine, and blossomed grain 
Are bending round each cottage door, 


And peace is here—and hope and love 
Are round us as a mantle thrown, 
And unto Thee, supreme above, 
The knee of prayer is bowed alone. 


But, Oh, for those, this day can bring 
As unto us—no joyful thrill. 

For those, who, under FREEDOM’S Wing, 
Are bound in sLavery’s fetters still :— 


For those to whom thy living word 
Of light and love is never given, 

For those whose ears have never heard 
The promise and the hope of heaven ! 


For broken heart—and clouded mind, 
Whereon no human mereies fall, 

Oh, be thy gracious love inclined, 
Who, as a father, pitiest all !— 


And grant, Oh, Father! that the time 
Of Earth’s deliverance may be near, 
When every land and tongue and clime 

The message of Thy love shall hear— 


When, smitten as with fire from Heaven, 
The captive’s chain shall sink in dust, 
And to his fettered soul be given 
THE GLORIOUS FREEDOM OF THE JUST !” 





know what they do. They are constructing 
for us an argument, which will sweep into | 
the ranks of anti-slavery every thinking and 
honest man from Maine to Georgia. ‘The’ 
day of anarchy is necessarily short ;—when_ 
men have returned to their sober senses, 
they will begin to inquire, why was all this; 
commotion ? they will begin to see where it 





DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN ANTI- 
SLAVERY SOCIETY. 

Cash received since 20th June.—Piladelphia Female A. 
S. Soc. $10; Abm. L. Pennock, Philadelphia 50; Mr. 
Ibbotson, 20; Joel Parker, 1; Rev. Mr. Dunbar, 5; Rev. 
S. J. May, collection at monthly con. Brooklyn, 10; Li- 
bertus Van Bokkelin, Flushing, L. I. 5; sun ry b ges 
at Athens, N. Y., Chas. Marriott, 23; Norwich 4th July 
collection, 40; Springfield, N. J. Aux. 18; Mr. Charles 
Bishop, 2; $184. W.G., jr. Treas. 

New-York, 11th July, 1834, 














